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Good afternoon excellencies, distinguished colleagues. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair and the U.S. delegation, for allowing us the opportunity to address you this afternoon.

This month the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation reaches its tenth anniversary. In this time, we have accompanied governments around the world in support of their trade facilitation reforms, bringing a private sector perspective to make border processes more efficient and secure. 

Technology has been at the center of much of our work. Indeed, as the trade facilitation agenda evolves and becomes increasingly intersected with compliance and supply chain traceability demands, it is technology that has allowed us to find ways of ensuring complementarity between the facilitation and compliance agendas. Smart uses of technology incentivize voluntary compliance and reduce costs to both officials and traders, while also enhancing predictability, managing risk, and strengthening cooperation.

This is why the Global Alliance has partnered with the National Foreign Trade Council, to further explore ways in which business is using technology to meet increasingly demanding challenges of supply chain transparency and cross-border efficiency. To elaborate on the subject, I’d like to introduce NFTC’s Vice-President for Supply Chain Policy, John Pickel 

John Pickel, Vice-President for Supply Chain Policy, National Foreign Trade Council

I am John Pickel, Vice-President of Supply Chain Policy at the National Foreign Trade Council, or NFTC. The NFTC is a multi-sectoral trade association in Washington DC that was formed over a hundred years ago. We represent auto manufacturers, technology firms, retailers, logistics companies, and too many other sectors to mention… but all have the common thread of supporting a global rules-based trading system.

I am here this week with several of my member companies, to link important concepts. First, industry’s experience that. There is a close relationship between trade facilitation and compliance with cross-border requirements. Second, the use of scalable technology in supporting both facilitation and compliance is evolving rapidly and being increasingly adopted by companies. This development also can benefit MSMEs.

Those of you who were able to attend our lunchtime panel will recall…[BRIEF key takeaways from the Microsoft, Mastercard, and Roche discussions.]

We will also be hosting a reception this afternoon and hope to continue the conversation about opportunities for governments and industry to collaborate in this area. More generally, I suggest to the committee that NFTC (and likely other industry groups) are willing to work with you in unlocking the facilitation opportunities in shaping how available technology can facilitate compliance with cross-border requirements.

Thank you for your attention, and I look forward to exploring with you all how industry and governments can collaborate more closely on this topic.
