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Trade facilitation analysis at the OECD: Mapping
opportunities and challenges in the implementation of the
WTO TFA

Mapping implementation 
progress and challenges 
through the OECD Trade 

Facilitation Indicators (TFIs) 
database

What next? TF and 
supply chains 

resilience

Recent analysis 
quantifying economic 
benefits of TF reforms
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 policy tools: 11 policy areas & 155 measures (full spectrum of border
procedures) & 163 economies & 4 years, since 2012

(A) Information 
availability
(B) Involvement of the 
trade community
(C) Advance rulings

(D) Appeal procedures

(E) Fees and charges

(F) Documents

(G) Automation

(H) Procedures

(I) Domestic border agency 
co-operation 
(J) Cross-border agency 
co-operation

(K) Governance and 
impartiality

TRANSPARENCY AND 
PREDICTABILITY

GOVERNANCEFORMALITIES 
STREAMLINING

BORDER AGENCY 
CO-OPERATION

OECD Trade Facilitation Indicators (TFIs) dataset

 strongly linked to the areas covered by the WTO Trade Facilitation
Agreement

 variables seek to reflect both the regulatory framework and delve to the
extent possible into the state of implementation of trade facilitation measures
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TFIs dataset: Mapping state of play and implementation challenges 
in selected areas automating and streamlining border processes
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Compare your Country

TFIs visualisation tools: Mapping implementation progress, 
challenges and areas for action

Policy Simulator

https://www.compareyourcountry.org/trade-facilitation
https://sim.oecd.org/default.ashx?ds=TFI
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Mapping the evolution of Aid for Trade Facilitation
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Source: OECD Query Wizard for International Development Statistics (2021), stats.oecd.org/qwids.
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Comprehensive trade facilitation reforms – in areas covered by the WTO
TFA -- can reduce trade costs by between 10%-18%

Even modest improvements across selected areas -- transparency and
predictability, automating and streamlining procedures, border agency co-
operation -- can each enhance trade in goods sectors such as agro-food,
pharmaceuticals and chemicals, machinery by up to 4%

Recent analysis quantifying economic benefits of TF 
reforms

https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/getting-goods-across-borders-in-times-of-covid-19-972ada7a/
https://www.oecd.org/publications/trade-facilitation-and-the-global-economy-9789264277571-en.htm
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 Even small improvements in the trade facilitation environment can increase the
probability of an MSME becoming an exporter by up to 3% in both developing
and developed countries

 Areas such as automation of border procedures can increase MSMEs exports by
between 4.5%-6.5%

 Continued improvements in trade facilitation policies such as transparency,
automation and streamlining of processes at borders, as well as border agency
cooperation can each enhance parcel exports -- including those that are digitally
ordered -- by between 6% - 14%

Recent analysis quantifying economic benefits of TF 
reforms

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/helping-smes-internationalise-through-trade-facilitation_2050e6b0-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/trade-in-the-time-of-parcels_0faac348-en
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What next? TF as a key to resilient supply chains

Keys to resilient supply chains: Policy tools for preparedness and responsiveness

https://www.oecd.org/trade/resilient-supply-chains/
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 Finalisation of individual datasheets based on information from
publicly available sources; factual check and gap filling stage
until early 2022

 Accompanying report by March-April 2022
o thematic focus on domestic and external border agency co-

operation, including its role during the COVID-19 pandemic

 Visualisation tools – Q2 2022

 Using updated dataset to renew estimates of costs savings from
TF reforms in progress - in 2022

What next? Update cycle 2021-22 TFIs
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What next? Delving into specific sectors

 Feasibility assessment (October 2021) identifying specific TFIs of
relevance to agro-food products, including: documentation requirements
or border controls related to sanitary and phytosanitary measures and
technical barriers to trade, automation and streamlining of border
formalities

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/trade/trade-facilitation-in-perishable-agro-food-products_a2995a7a-en
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Access all of the 
information from the 
Trade & Agriculture 
Directorate at:

www.oecd.org/tad

You can reach us via 
e-mail by sending your 
message to the following 
address:

tad.contact@oecd.org

We invite you to connect 
with us on Twitter by 
following:

@OECDtrade
@OECDagriculture

Thank you for your attention!

silvia.sorescu@oecd.org

mailto:silvia.sorescu@oecd.org
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