Presentation by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines at the Committee on Trade Facilitation – Dedicated Session
16th October, 2019
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines efforts’ towards Trade Facilitation reform commenced way before the coming into force of the Trade Facilitation Agreement. A National Trade Facilitation Taskforce, later renamed a National Trade Facilitation Committee was formally established by way of a Cabinet memorandum in 2011. This Committee is co-chaired by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Commerce and Trade and the Customs and Excise Department. The committee consists of members from both the private and public sector and it has overseen the implementation of needs assessments as well as customs reforms.

On January, 9th, 2017, St. Vincent and the Grenadines ratified the Trade Facilitation Agreement and subsequently notified all its implementation dates ahead of deadlines. Its commitment towards TFA is being advanced on two tracks – at the National Level and at the Regional Level as articulated by the representative from CARICOM.

St.Vincent and the Grenadines has worked and continue to work collaboratively with regional and international stakeholders in the quest for trade facilitation reform. With funding assistance of the International Trade Center (ITC), a consultant was employed with a mandate to develop project proposals for the Category C measures. Of course we are extremely grateful to ITC for their usual support.
 Individual project proposals were written for all Category C designated measures – a total of 16 – including publication; enquiry points; advance rulings; test procedures; risk management;  single window; Post Clearance Audit, formalities for documentation requirements, and general disciplines on fees and charges. Critically, each project proposal envisaged or identified implementation partners and carefully matched them with possible donors. A number of those identified donors have since been approached to assist us in implementing these category C measures. Regrettably for us, there have been no successful cases to report.  Nevertheless, preparatory work has started in an effort to implement the first phase of a single window using the ASYCUDA World platform. The first phase is being funded by the Government of St.Vincent and the Grenadines. We have also received assistance from Caribbean Regional Technical Assistance Center (CARTAC) in terms of building capacity in areas such as Risk Management and Post Clearance Audit. However, there is still need for financial assistance.
On the regional track, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is part of a Regional Strategy for the implementation of the TFA in the CARICOM region. This was done with input from policy makers, technical experts and other government and private sector agencies across the OECS Member States and the broader Caribbean Community. The regional strategy highlights regional approaches and strategies to support the implementation of the TFA provisions both collectively and individually. I will not elaborate as this has already been explained by the representative from CARICOM. 
Another noteworthy initiative of the Regional approach which St.Vincent and the Grenadines is currently benefitting from is the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Empowerment Programme for National Trade Facilitation Committees and for that we are very thankful to UNCTAD and the OECS Geneva Mission. The first module of this on-going initiative was conducted in country in November 2018.  Under this Programme, current and potential members of the National Trade Facilitation Committee were trained with the requisite planning skills to implement trade facilitation reforms and to ensure a sustainable national Trade Facilitation Committee. Under this programme, we are in the final stage towards adoption of a national trade facilitation road map reflecting our vision for the next five (5) years with corresponding goals and activities to achieve the desired outcome of increasing the efficiency and effectiveness of trade facilitation. The Empowerment Programme also played a critical role in helping us determine our Category C definitive dates ahead of the August 22 deadline.

In January, 2019, The World Trade Organization (WTO)) supported a regional border agency coordination workshop in St. Lucia under the theme: “The WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement: Supporting Strategic and Effective Implementation in CARICOM.” It was organized by the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement Facility (TFAF), CARICOM Secretariat, The Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) Commission in conjunction with other agencies such as Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety Agency (CAHFSA), Inter American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the World Customs Organization (WCO). A critical component of this engagement was the donor dialogue, in that it facilitated contact between Member States and major international organizations and development partners including: the World Bank Group, IMF, World Customs Organization; UK/DFID; the European Union; and the Caribbean Development Bank.
Despite our best efforts, St.Vincent and the Grenadines is faced with a number of challenges to fully implement its Category C measures.  Some of them are being addressed nationally; however, some require forging partnerships with development partners. The most significant challenge in this regard is the lack of financial support. While agencies as previously mentioned have been extremely helpful in providing technical expertise, they do not have the financial resources to fund the full implementation of certain initiatives. 

In closing, I wish to reiterate to members that the focus should not be solely on notification but equally, focus should be placed on encouraging donor members and development partners to play their part in making available the requisite support which we have clearly disclosed in our Category C notification submissions. As you have heard earlier, some of these challenges are not peculiar only to us but also to our sister OECS and CARICOM countries.
We therefore wish to remind our development partners of the spirit of the negotiations of the Agreement and the special and differential provisions agreed upon to offer technical and financial assistance in order for developing countries like ours to implement the TFA. 
Thank you.
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