Speech at the TFA Committee, April 16 2024

Thanks Chair,

The Kyrgyz Republic would like to thank the Committee for including the given important communication G/TFA/W/90/Rev2 to the Agenda and we are very grateful for the delegation of China and Mongolia for active cooperation within the context of the given document and for promoting the implementation of the WTO trade facilitation agreement through digital revolution and intelligence technologies. 
Trade facilitation, simplification, modernization and harmonization of export and import procedures are a vital issue for the Kyrgyz Republic as a small and landlocked country and have repeatedly been a subject of discussions raised by the Kyrgyz Republic on the WTO platform.
The Kyrgyz Republic bears high expectations for vitality of TFA Agreement, which entails quite efficient mechanisms to facilitate and increase trade in the globe by offering efficient provisions for expediting the movement, release, and clearance of goods, including goods in transit. It also sets out measures for effective cooperation between customs and other appropriate authorities on trade facilitation and customs compliance issues. 

In this respect, the Kyrgyz Republic have joined China and Mongolia in co-sponsorship of the given communication on the idea of the necessity of comprehensive and high-quality implementation of the TFA which should be enhanced with the new technologies such as digitalization, big data, smart algorithms and other innovative technological tools. 

The document proposed by our delegations entails very effective and in-time propositions on introduction of the smart technologies across very important aspects of the TFA such as reaching higher transparency through publication and accessibility of information, release of goods and customs clearance, border agency cooperation, freedom of transits and customs cooperation. 

It should be noted that the Customs Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic is currently on the verge of major reforms and reorientation of principles in the implementation of its activities.
 
In particular, at this stage, as a part of the implementation of activities defined by the Concept of the Kyrgyz Republic’s Customs Service, the Kyrgyz government is trying to simplify trade procedures and improve the efficiency of customs administration in the movement of goods and vehicles through the checkpoints, to ensure transparency at all levels of customs operations, innovative tools for monitoring and analysis of business processes carried out at the checkpoints as well as tools for information exchange with partner countries. 
Following the implementation of the Concept, the Kyrgyz Republic wants to change the way the customs authorities operate, by optimizing customs operations and creating a modern information system that will allow the administration of customs processes and make key decisions automatically based on the results of analytical tools. To date, work has already begun on the development of a new information system, new mechanisms for fixing and controlling the movement of vehicles, laying the groundwork for the transition to a completely paperless technology. 
It should be noted that along with the activities carried out within the framework of the digitalization of customs administration, work on the reconstruction and improvement of the infrastructure of checkpoints is carried out. During the preparation of the basic principles and directions of the customs system reform in the Kyrgyz Republic, we studied the best international practices of the introduction and use of information systems in customs affairs, in this regard, we are positively looking to the achievements reached by the General Administration of Customs of the People's Republic of China, in the application of advanced technologies and the improvement and development of customs administration. 
Considering the rich experience of the Chinese side in trade facilitation and measures to automate customs administration, as well as given the fact that there is a long-standing cooperation between our services, the Kyrgyz Republic is interested jointly with the Chinese party to transfer the presented experience of introduction of the "3S" Concept at the checkpoints between the Kyrgyz Republic and the People's Republic of China, as was the case between China and Mongolia. 
We are confident that this will greatly reflect the provisions of the TFA agreement and make a significant contribution to the development of international trade between our countries.
