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· I would like to start my intervention on a light note. Today is the International Customs Day. This year we celebrate it under the theme “Customs bolstering Recovery, Renewal and Resilience for a sustainable supply chain”. 26 January commemorates the inaugural session of the Customs Cooperation Council held on this day back in 1953 (68 years ago). Happy ICD to all colleagues with a Customs background.
· I would like to provide some further details on the work of the WCO in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
· As already reported to the informal TFC Meeting on 30 September 2020, the WCO has compiled a repository of 115 Members’ practices, which is available on the dedicated section of the WCO web-site. The information on our web-site is organized per Member. 
· The WCO Secretariat studies and analyzed these practices and issued a Secretariat Note on What Customs can do to mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Secretariat Note highlights measures in four categories: i) facilitating the cross-border movement of relief and essential supplies; ii) supporting the economy and sustaining supply chain continuity; iii) protecting staff and iv) protecting the society. In the Annex to the Secretariat Note, the four categories are illustrated by selected Members’ practices. The information provided by WCO Members and the Secretariat Note are publicly available on the WCO web-site as well as in the COVID-19 TF Repository hosted by the TFA Facility. 
· We have not been guided in our categorization by the articles of the TFA.
· As Members are aware, the WCO has a Working Group on the WTO TFA (TFAWG). It will hold its next meeting on 8-9 March 2021. In one of the meeting documents for the forthcoming TFAWG Meeting, we have outlined the TFA articles and the Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC) provisions that can support the implementation of the measures in one of the four categories – facilitating the cross-border movement of relief and essential supplies. We encourage Members to attend the WCO TFAWG Meeting in March 2021.
· Under the COVID-19 project funded by the Government of Japan, the WCO is developing Guidelines on disaster management and supply chain continuity. The preliminary draft was presented to the WCO Permanent Technical Committee (PTC) in October 2020. The guidelines are grouped in three sections linked to different phases of the disaster management cycle – Preparedness, Response and Recovery. The Guidelines provide a combination of recommendations and best practices and are illustrated by specific Members’ practices. The project team is currently delivering a series of regional workshops to further collect Members’ practices and discuss the draft Guidelines with the WCO Members. The final draft of the Guidelines will be presented to the PTC in May 2021. As soon as this draft is issued to the WCO Members, we can share it with the WTO Secretariat. This final draft is expected to be available in March 2021.
· In December 2020, the WCO Council issued a Resolution on the role of Customs in facilitating the cross-border movement of situationally critical medicines and vaccines. It contains recommendations for measures to be implemented by Customs and by the WCO Secretariat. As a follow-up to the Resolution, the WCO Secretariat started collecting Members’ practices in facilitating the cross-border movement of the COVID-19 vaccines. Two Members’ practices have already been uploaded on the dedicated section of the WCO web-site.
· We stand ready to cooperate with the WTO Secretariat and, if necessary, deliver a more detailed presentation at a future meeting of the TFC.

